The detection and treatment of fetal abnormalities is a rapidly evolving field of medicine. Developments in obstetric ultrasound imaging in the past 20 years have provided a window into the world of the fetus that was not previously appreciated. High-resolution ultrasound has revolutionized our approach to the fetus as a patient. The application of Doppler has enhanced our understanding of fetal physiology, and three-dimensional imaging will no doubt provide more accurate diagnosis and counseling. With these advances comes the burden of diagnostic uncertainty. Minor problems or normal variants may be detected without a clear understanding of their significance or prognosis. Harm may result from heightened maternal anxiety or inaccurate counseling. Textbook of Fetal Abnormalities, edited by Twining et al., is designed to help with the diagnosis of fetal abnormalities and give a concise account of likely outcomes. Its purpose is to provide an up-to-date standard reference for use during daily activities in an obstetric imaging department, or by professionals involved in the counseling and management of mothers carrying a fetus with an abnormality.
This reference manual surveys the broad spectrum of fetal anomalies. It is well organized with a logical table of contents and a detailed index. The crisp layout, with use of subheadings within chapters, makes it easy to find information quickly. The chapters are illustrated with ultrasound images to demonstrate prenatal diagnosis of anomalies and include correlation with pathologic images, where appropriate. In general, the text is readable and appropriately brief. Use of tables and summary graphs contributes to ease in use.
The information presented is based on available evidence in the medical literature and is thoroughly referenced without being exhaustive in detail. Each chapter has a list of references that provide the reader a basis for further research or inquiry. Many of the resource lists at the end of chapters are punctuated by subheadings for ease in reference.
The strengths of this text are its evidence-based approach and its usable format. Twenty individuals author the chapters, with some redundancy and inconsistency in format and quality. The quality of the ultrasound images is variable. The depth of information provided on differential diagnosis, frequency of associated anomalies, risk of karyotype abnormality, and prognosis varies from chapter to chapter. For example, clinical management information is plentiful in the chapters on spinal abnormalities and urinary tract anomalies, but is lacking in the section on cardiac arrhythmias. Appropriate application of Doppler and three-dimensional ultrasound is not reviewed in much detail in this text; therefore, readers are advised to rely on another source for information on use of these modalities. All of the editors and authors are from the UK. While the clinical data presented generally reflect a review of the world literature, management recommendations are sometimes specific to a specific population or health system. Despite these caveats, any clinician involved in fetal diagnosis, counseling, or therapy would do well to keep this book within arm's reach. The content is current, evidence-based, and organized for ease in reference. Though any text on obstetrical ultrasound will become quickly out-of-date, this text will save the clinician time today and is well worth the investment of US$199.00. 
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